
Good architecture succeeds in function, context, and form, while being designed 
and built for quality. The result is value to the building owner and all who enter.

At A&E Architects, value is ever the goal. To succeed, we engage the client 
at every step, balance technical skill and creativity in design, and guide each 
project through occupancy.  Our designs are sensitive and sensory — 
designed for people, and more than the sum of discrete parts. 
 
Founded in 1973, A&E is a regional firm with clients throughout the Northern 
Rockies and Northern Plains. Our size — we are among the largest firms in the 
region — allows us to handle projects large and small. Yet we are small enough 
to draw on whole-office skills and maintain strict project control.  Our architects are 
committed to their profession, balanced in technical and design skills, and diverse 
in experience.
 
Always, we work with open minds and integrity, keeping owner wants and 
aspirations central. 



HISTORIC PRESERVATION
B I L L I N G S  D E P O T  C O M P L E X

A&E Architects has been working with Billings Depot, Inc. to or-

chestrate a multi-phase redevelopment plan for the Billings Depot 

complex in the Billings Townsite Historic District.  Much of the 

construction has been completed, and design work is currently 

underway on three more phases of work to ready the buildings for 

tenants.  

The Northern Pacific railway passenger station and adjacent lunch 

building were built in 1909 while the two adjacent office structures 

followed later in 1940.  The passenger station and lunch building 

are both imposing Beaux-Arts structures of buff-colored brick and 

red sandstone.  The steep, red tile and dormered roof lines give 

the buildings their flemish character and signature. The renova-

tion plans will preserve the historic feel and original nature of the 

buildings while transforming them into viable public retail and of-

fice spaces.

Designed to balance revenue-generating space with public-use 

space the redevelopment plan will enable organizations and indi-

viduals to host special dinners, weddings, and other events. The 

plan fulfills a mission dedicated to enriching our community.  As 

Billings continues to develop its appetite for culture, music, and 

theater, the Billings Depot Passenger Station will offer a multi-use 

theater and entertainment gallery connecting our community's cul-

tures and history, and inviting future generations to this memora-

ble facility.  Included in the renovation will be new restrooms, of-

fice spaces, a fully equipped catering facility and the grand hall.  

Along with the restoration of the buildings, the entire depot site is 

being redesigned to accommodate parking, pedestrian activity, 

and special events.  When complete, this complex will anchor the 

Montana Avenue renaissance. 

ARCHITECTSPC



ARCHITECTSPC

In 1995, A&E Architects was selected to lead the renovation of the Montana State 

Capitol building in Helena. The project is on schedule to be completed by the end 

of 2000. The $26M project addresses the deterioration of the exterior envelope, a 

comprehensive upgrade to the building systems (including technology), the reor-

ganization of internal functions to be more compatible with the historic architec-

ture, and the restoration of the original detailing and authenticity that was lost 

through a series of insensitive remodels.

Constructed from 1899 - 1902, the completed building showed the influence of 

the 1893 Columbian Exposition, whose classical buildings had launched a move-

ment that called itself the "American Renaissance" in architecture. In the first 

years after its completion, the Capitol building housed all of Montana's state offi-

ces. Growth of the state's government in those years led to the addition of com-

plementary wings to the original building in 1909 - 1912.

The exterior integrity of the building remained largely intact. However, the interi-

or has undergone many non-historic changes. Most of the decorative painting 

was removed from the rotunda in the 1930's. In the mid-sixties the barrel vault 

over the main stairs in the rotunda was eliminated as well as the chandeliers in 

the main legislative areas, and the rest of the office spaces along the side halls 

were stripped of decoration. However, despite the loss of some of its original ar-

chitectural integrity, the Capitol remains the center of state government, housing 

the state's main executive and legislative bodies. It also remains the state gov-

ernment's visual centerpiece, overlooking the buildings and landscaped lawns of 

the Capitol complex.

Spanning a total of four years, this project exemplifies the strength of A&E's proj-

ect management capability as well as our ability to work smoothly in a highly-

charged political atmosphere. The design team was charged with building con-

sensus among varied and often competing stakeholders with regard to priorities 

and budgets. Today's function and spatial requirements are vastly different from 

the original design and space in the building is severely limited.

Much of the restoration work required research and forensic efforts to confirm 

the historic context as well as technical specialists to achieve proper results. A&E 

orchestrated a large team of consultants and craftsmen in addition to the normal 

building trades.

HISTORIC RESTORATION
M O N T A N A  S T A T E  C A P I T O L



ARCHITECTSPC

The new Snow Lodge at the Old Faithful area of Yellowstone Na-

tional Park is located in the Old Faithful Historic District. One of 

the buildings in the district, Old Faithful Inn, is also a National 

Landmark.

The space requirements are similar to some of the notable lodges 

in Yellowstone National Park with dining, bar / lounge, fast food 

restaurant, gift shop, ski shop, maintenance and administrative of-

fices, as well as 100 lodge guestrooms and supporting housekeeping 

areas.  

The design of the new Snow Lodge has taken into consideration 

the design and “rustic” style of architecture of the historic park 

buildings in its massing, site orientation, and materials selection 

but also reflects a modern structure in its use of materials and de-

tailing.  The building is an “accessory” to nature employing native 

materials that blend best with the environment.

There are three primary entries to the building that tie into a two- 

story lobby space with public restrooms and coat storage for heavy 

clothing. The entry to the south addresses visitors arriving from 

bus and snowcoach vehicles. The porte-cochere entry from the 

west picks up visitor's arriving in private automobiles and snow-

mobiles while the entry to the north ties visitor foot traffic to the 

foot path network which leads to the Old Faithful Geyser and Park 

Service Visitors Center.

A&E Architects and our consultants provided a complete range of 

design services including site development, architectural design, 

interior design, food service design, furniture and furnishings, sig-

nage and graphics and full-time, on-site project administration during 

construction.

YELLOWSTONE LODGING
O L D  F A I T H F U L  S N O W  L O D G E



ARCHITECTSPC

From 1991-1993, A&E Architects was involved in a comprehen-

sive renovation of the guest rooms in the east and west wings of 

the Old Faithful Inn in Yellowstone National Park.

Old Faithful Inn, a National Historic Landmark which is listed on 

the National Register of Historic Places, is a distinctive example 

of rustic park architecture.  The Inn represents one of the few re-

maining log hotels in the United States.  Its unique design has 

made the Inn a significant part of the history of Yellowstone Na-

tional Park.  Architect Robert C. Reamer designed the rustic building 

to blend in with the natural environment of Yellowstone, which al-

so served to heighten the "western experience" expected by turn-

of-the-century park visitors.

    

A total of 83 rooms were renovated in the first phase east wing, 

while 57 rooms were renovated in the second phase west wing.  

The construction phases were compressed to two consecutive 

winters to allow complete guest use of the facility during the nor-

mal summer tourist season.  

The guest rooms and corridors were renovated to be compatible 

with the historical fabric of the original design, but reconfigured 

and modified to provide for the demands and convenience of to-

day's traveler.

Design and construction were completed in budget and on schedule.  

Great care was taken in the renovation of the rooms and furniture 

selection to insure compatibility with the rustic park architecture of 

the Inn.  A&E's full-time on-site project representative was key in 

assisting the contractor in working out the logistics during winter 

construction.

O L D  F A I T H F U L  I N N

YELLOWSTONE LODGING




